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IMMEDIATELY

UNIVERSITY TO HAVE
CENTER FOR SnJDENT DEVELOPMENT

MISSOULA, Mont.-University of Montana President Robert T. Pantzer has announced plans for the
establishment of a new Center for Student Development (CSD), effective July 1, to consolidatP
services now being offered by four separate campus offices.
Pantzer approved a recommendation submitted by his Committee on Preparedness to
establish the CSD.
The new University program, which will be under the direction of Dr. Fred Weldon, will
combine the services now offered by the UM Counseling and Testing Center and Graduate Placement Center, and the special counseling and advisement services provided through the UM
Dean of Students Office and the Academic Advising Office.

Plans for establishing the CSD

call for retention of most of the personnel employed by the four offices.
"\\'i th the establishment July 1 of the Center for Student Development, the counseling

and advisement services on the University of Montana campus will best serve the needs of
all students in their educational growth and development," Pantzer said.
"Because students cannot be expected to diagnose their own problems and select the
appropriate counselor or assistance, the CSD will unite under a single administrative
framework the counseling, testing and placement services offered by the

University~"

he

explained.
Pantzer said the CSD will include "professional and service-delivery relationships
with the Mental Health Services Division of the UM Student Health Service."
He said the counseling, testing and placement services provided by the CSD "will be
rendered in such a manner as to preclude the necessity for primary reliance upon academic
departments for essential counseling services."
more

UNiVERSITY TO HAVE--2
Plans were formulated by the President's Committee on Preparedness to establish the
CSD after the committee considered another proposal which would have transferred the
professional services of the Counseling and Testing Center to the Mental Health Division of
the Student Health Service and to the UM Graduate Placement Center.
Pantzer said the CSD will have several basic functions.

They are:

1--Serve as a focal point for dealing with student problems, whether sought out
voluntarily or by referral.
2--Provide for initial interviewing, screening and determination of the nature of the
student's problem which may be dealt with in the CSD or, in the case of substantive emotional
problems, referred to other agencies for psychiatric or psychological treatment, such as
offered by the

i~ntal

Health Division of the Student Health Service or the UM Clinical

Psychology Department.
3--0ffer assistance to all students on an individual basis or through group work in
dealing with problems characteristically encountered by college students.
4--Provide the services of testing, career counseling and placement to assist the
student from his freshman year through graduation, and to coordinate and serve as liaison
for the academic advisement program at UM.
Initially, the CSD office will be located in the old

~~

Library, but eventually the

office will be moved to renovated facilities on the bottom level at the east end of the Lodge.
Dr. Weldon has been assistant director of the UM Counseling and Testing Center the last
two years.

A native of Billings, he received his bachelor's degree at UM in 1958 and his

master's degree at Washington State University, Pullman, in 1966.

He received his doctorate

in counseling psychology at UM in 1971.
From 1969-71 he was a school psychologist in Tacoma, Wash., and from 1963-66 he served
as a counselor and coach at Great Falls High School.
Weldon has been involved primarily with orientation and in-service training for
residence hall staff members at UM.
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